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Sports Reporter Job Description  

Duties and Responsibilities: 

 Attend games, training sessions, and press conferences to report on 

live sporting events, including pre-game, during-game, and post-game 

coverage 

 Report on sensitive issues within sports, such as sexism, racism, 

corruption, and doping in sports as required in investigative journalism 

 Handle sensitive topics and rumors, and ensure accuracy, fairness, and 

balance while valuing privacy 

 Provide exceptional analysis, insights, and commentary on player 

performance, sports events, and future trends 

 Interview athletes, coaches, and other sports figures to get fashionable 

information, news stories, and features 

 Build and maintain relationships with contacts in the sports industry to 

assist the collection of information 

 Research, write, and edit articles, opinion pieces, game recaps, and 

feature stories for digital platforms or print to produce quality content 

 Work in collaboration with editors, producers, other team members 

like journalists and photographers to create content and meet 

deadlines 

 Work under pressure by balancing various assignments and delivering 

content quickly while maintaining high quality 

 Create multimedia content for diverse platforms, including podcasts 

and videos, and maintain a solid social media presence 

 Stay informed with the latest sports news, developments, and trends to 

ensure relevant and timely reporting 

 Make use of basic quotes from interviews conducted on athletes and 

coaches to include uniqueness in a story 

 Conduct deep and general research into player history, league 

developments, and the wider impact of sports on athletes’ health 

 Craft compelling narratives and feature stories that go beyond the 

basic game report, and provide context through basic team history, 

statistics, and scores 
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 Post updates on ongoing events, and verify facts and sources to ensure 

the accuracy of all information presented. 

Sports Reporter Requirements – Skills, Knowledge, and Abilities  

 Storytelling and Creativity Skills: Creativity is what differentiates a 

good sports reporter from a mediocre. Sports reporters must develop 

the ability to highlight personal struggles, stories, and triumphs of 

athletes or teams, paint pictures with words to make the reader feel like 

they are part of the action, and include historical moments to give 

readers a deeper understanding. 

 Excellent Communication and Relationship Building Skills: Sports 

reporters need to know that their profession doesn’t only require 

broadcasting or writing, but also the ability to build strong relationships 

with athletes, coaches, team managers and other key officials in the 

sports industry. With exceptional communication skills, sports reporters 

can get the most accurate and useful information, while also promoting 

trust within the sports environment. 

 Passion for Sports: Sports reporters must have a deep passion for 

sports if they want to succeed in this profession. This passion creates the 

zeal and curiosity that their job requires to follow the action both on and 

off the pitch. For sports reporters to cultivate passion they have to keep 

up with various sports and leagues to understand the difficulties of 

different games, and explore how top sports journalists cover various 

events and analyze their writing styles. 

 Attention to Detail and Accuracy: Being accurate will make fans 

believe in you as a sports reporter for the exact information they need. 

Accuracy involves telling the truth and avoiding the tendency to frame a 

story. This will help maintain your credibility as a sports reporter and 

help you stay organized. Sports reporters must keep track of important 

facts and dates and rely on official statements, team reports, and trusted 

analysis for accurate information. 

 Deep Knowledge of Sports: Sports reporting requires a deep 

understanding of sports and not just about writing headlines or 

announcing results. As a good sports reporter, you need to know the 

history, unique terminology, rules, and strategies of the sports that you 
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are covering. With this knowledge, you can add depth to your stories and 

ensure that they can accurately convey the significance of performances, 

events, and strategies. 

 Writing and Editing Skills: Sports reporters must develop proficiency in 

writing clear, concise, and grammatically correct stories under tight 

deadlines for both digital platforms and print. Developing their writing 

skills is the first step towards conveying information engagingly and 

establishing themselves as cherished sports reporters. Therefore, they 

must be committed to practice and learning so they can improve their 

writing skills eventually. 

 Adaptability: This involves the ability to quickly adapt to the fast-paced 

and unpredictable nature of sports, especially for live events. 

Adaptability helps sports reporters think on their feet and work under 

pressure, meet tight deadlines and handle multiple assignments 

simultaneously. They must be able to deliver stories quickly while 

ensuring that they don’t forfeit quality, and also adapt to sudden 

changes during events, such as weather delays, last-minute injuries, and 

rule changes. 

 Network Building: It’s important for sports reporters to build a strong 

network by attending sporting events and conferences to interact with 

other industry professionals and build solid relationships with them. 

They need to introduce themselves to other reporters, editors, and 

event organizers. Building a network with others in the industry can 

usher in new opportunities for jobs. 

 Research: Sports reporters must conduct thorough research on league 

developments, player statistics, and team history. This involves 

displaying a strong ability to research and collect information to produce 

correct and up-to-date sports coverage. Sport reporters must read and 

study books, online resources, and documentaries related to sports. 

 Curiosity: Sports reporters must learn to ask good and relevant 

questions to generate good stories. They should dig deeper, identify 

interesting parts, and avoid writing the same thing as everyone else. 

Curious reporters listen very well, notice the smallest details, and 

develop the ability to boldly follow up when something doesn’t quite add 

up. 
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 Confidence around People: Sports reporters must understand that 

talking to other people, such as fans, coaches, press officers, and 

sometimes angry readers is an important part of their job. They must 

not be the loudest voice in the room, but they need to build trust 

overtime, hold their own content, and ask good and necessary 

questions. 
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